cuy CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL Committee Members

43 08 “UPy Yvonne M. Conwell, Chair | Dist. 7
HEALTH, HUMAN SERVICES & AGING COMMITTEE Martin J. Sweeney, Vice Chair | Dist. 3
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4" FLOOR Michael J. Houser, Sr. | Dist. 10

Robert E. Schleper, Jr. | Dist. 6

MEETING MINUTES
Omn10 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026— 1:00 P.M.

1. CALLTO ORDER

Chairwoman Conwell called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.

2. ROLL CALL

Ms. Conwell asked Clerk Richardson to call the roll. Committee members Conwell, Sweeney, Casselberry
and Schleper were in attendance and a quorum was determined. Committee member Houser was
absent. Council President Miller was also in attendance.

A motion was made by Ms. Conwell, seconded by Mr. Casselberry, and approved by unanimous vote to
excuse Committee member Houser from the meeting.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments given.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 MEETING

A motion was made by Mr. Casselberry, seconded by Mr. Schleper and approved by unanimous vote to
approve the minutes from the September 16, 2026 meeting.

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

a) R2026-0282: A Resolution authorizing acceptance of a grant award from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development in the amount of $1,500,000.00 for
Continuum of Care planning activities in connection with the Cuyahoga Planning Project
2024 Renewal for the period 1/1/2027 —12/31/2027; and authorizing awards via
amendments to various providers utilizing the proceeds of the grant award; authorizing the
County Executive to execute the grant award and all other documents consistent with said
awards and this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become
immediately effective:

a) A Place for Me Collaborative, in an anticipated amount of $423,976.00
b) Housing Innovations, in an anticipated amount of $295,000.00

c) Enterprise Community Partners, in an anticipate amount of $332,408.00
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d) Bitfocus, Inc., in an anticipated amount of $81,800.00
e) Cleveland Mediation Center, in an anticipated amount of $56,160.00

Mr. David Merriman, Director of the Department of Health and Human Services and Ms. LeVine Ross,
Director of the Office of Homeless Services, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2026-
0282. Discussion ensued.

Committee members and Council President Miller asked questions of Mr. Merriman and Ms. Ross
pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly.

Ms. Ayonna Blue Donald, Vice President, of the Mid-West Region for Enterprise Community Partners;
Ms. Katherine Unger, Program Manager for the Homeless Program for Enterprise Community Partners;
Ms. Kate Lodge, Executive Director, for A Place for Me Collaborative; Ms. Christie Sozio, Assistant
Director for a Place for Me Collaborative; and Ms. Danielle Cosgrove, Executive Director for the Cleveland
Mediation Center, addressed the Committee regarding the work they do on behalf of the Continuum of
Care.

On a motion by Mr. Schleper with a second by Ms. Casselberry, Resolution No. R2026-0282 was
considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council agenda with a
recommendation for passage under second reading suspension of the rules.

b) R2026-0283: A Resolution authorizing acceptance of a grant award from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development in the amount of $1,740,179.00 to support
eligible activities associated with joint transitional housing and rapid re-housing services to
prevent and end youth homelessness in connection with the Cuyahoga Youth Homelessness
Demonstration Program-Joint Transitional Housing-Rapid Rehousing 2024 Renewal for the
period 1/1/2027 - 12/31/2027; and authorizing an award to Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry
via amendment in the amount of the grant funds for the period 1/1/2027 -12/31/2027;
authorizing the County Executive to execute the grant award and all other documents
consistent with said award and this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this
Resolution become immediately effective.

Ms. LeVine Ross, Director of the Office of Homeless Services, addressed the Committee regarding
Resolution No. R2026-0283. Discussion ensued.

Committee members and Council President Miller asked questions of Ms. Ross pertaining to the item,
which she answered accordingly.

Ms. Maria Foschia, President and Chief Executive Officer; Mr. David Blunt Interim Director of Housing &
Shelter; and Claire Billingsly Associate Director of Housing & Shelter, for Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry,
addressed the Committee regarding the services they provide to address and end youth homelessness.

On a motion by Ms. Conwell with a second by Mr. Casselberry, Resolution No. R2026-0283 was

considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council agenda with a
recommendation for passage under second reading suspension of the rules.
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6. PRESENTATIONS

a) Cuyahoga Job and Family Services — Inquiries Resolution Team
— Christy Nicholls, Interim Executive Officer, Kevin Gowan, Director

Mr. David Merriman, Director, Department of Health and Human Services; Ms. Christy Nicholls, Interim
Executive Officer; and Mr. Kevin Gowan, Director, Cuyahoga Job and Family Services, addressed the
Committee and provided a presentation regarding the Inquiries Resolution Team and spoke about
inquiries prior to July 27, 2026; Creation of the Inquiries Resolution Team; the Inquiry assignments
process; and Weekly actions taken by the program.

Committee members and Council President Miller asked questions of Mr. Merriman; Mr. Gowan; and
Ms. Nicholls; pertaining to the presentation, which they answered accordingly.

b)  United Way of Greater Cleveland — From Crisis to Stability to Possibility —
Jen Kons, Vice President, Community Impact and Maryam Kiefer, Senior Director, Public Policy

Ms. Maryam Kiefer, Senior Director, Public Policy; and Ms. Jen Kons, Vice President, of Community
Impact for United Way, gave a presentation and provided an overview of United Way and the 211
Program; United Way’s goal of helping anyone in crises; Building financial stability; Opening doors to
opportunity; Stated the four ways that United Way creates impact; provided data on the 211 Program
and the Resource Database which houses over 30,000 programs; highlighted data regarding 220,000 calls
answered in Calendar Year 2025, that amounted to 620 calls a day, and connected 9 out of 10 callers to
the right resources for assistance; spoke about the 211 needs across Cuyahoga County, which includes
housing and food. Ms. Kiefer spoke about the Asset Limited, Income Constrained Employed Households
Report (ALICE), which is a national statewide and local data set published annually, and referenced the
cost of living in Cuyahoga County.

Committee members and Council President Miller asked questions of Ms. Kiefer and Ms. Kons,
pertaining to the presentation, which they answered accordingly.

7. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

Ms. Conwell rescinded the motions made by Committee members Casselberry and Schleper to excuse
Committee member Houser from the meeting, as Mr. Houser joined the meeting after the roll call was
taken.

8. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chairwoman Conwell adjourned the meeting at 2:53 p.m., without
objection.
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