
 
AGENDA 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY RULES, CHARTER REVIEW, ETHICS & COUNCIL OPERATIONS 
 COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2013 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 1ST FLOOR 
4:00 PM 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT RELATED TO THE AGENDA 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE DECEMBER 11, 2012 MEETING 
 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) OLD BUSINESS 
 

1) M2012-0030:  A Motion amending the Rules of the Cuyahoga 
County Council to clarify the process and powers related to the 
sponsorship of legislation, and declaring the necessity that this 
Motion become immediately effective.  
 

6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
7. OTHER PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*In accordance with Ordinance No. O2011-0020, as amended, complimentary parking in the 
Huntington Park Garage will be available for the public on any day when the Council or any of its 
committees holds meetings.  Please see the Clerk to obtain a parking pass. 
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MIINUTES 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY RULES, CHARTER REVIEW, ETHICS & COUNCIL OPERATIONS 
 COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2012 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 1ST FLOOR 
3:00 PM 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Greenspan called the meeting to order at 3:03 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
Mr. Greenspan asked Assistant Deputy Clerk Carter to call the roll. Committee 
members Greenspan, Miller, Brady and Connally were in attendance and a quorum 
was determined.  Committee member Simon entered the meeting shortly after the 
roll call was taken. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT RELATED TO THE AGENDA 
 
No public comments were given. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 5, 2012 MEETING 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Connally, seconded by Mr. Miller and approved by 
unanimous vote to approve the minutes of the November 5, 2012 meeting. 
 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) NEW BUSINESS 
 

1) M2012-0030:  A Motion amending the Rules of the Cuyahoga 
County Council to clarify the process and powers related to the 
sponsorship of legislation, and declaring the necessity that this 
Motion become immediately effective.  
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Mr. Greenspan addressed the Committee regarding Motion No. M2012-0030.  
Discussion ensued. 
 
No further legislative action was taken on Motion No. M2012-0030. 

 
2) M2012-0031:  A Motion approving the expiration and retention of 

pending legislation in accordance with County Council Rule 11F, and 
declaring the necessity that this Motion become immediately 
effective. 
 

Mr. Greenspan addressed the Committee regarding Motion No. M2012-0031. 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Ms. Jeanne Schmotzer, Clerk of Council, addressed the Committee regarding 
Motion No. M2012-0031. Discussion ensued. 
 
Committee members asked questions of Ms. Schmotzer pertaining to the item, 
which she answered accordingly. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Miller with a second by Ms. Connally, Motion No. M2012-0031 
was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council 
agenda for second reading. 

 
6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
There was no miscellaneous business. 
 
7. OTHER PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No public comments were given.  

 
8. ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to discuss and on a motion by Ms. Connally with a second 
by Mr. Miller, the meeting was adjourned at 3:19 p.m., without objection. 
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO 
 

MOTION NO. M2012-0030 
 

Sponsored by:  Councilmember 
Greenspan 

A Motion amending the Rules of the 
Cuyahoga County Council to clarify the 
process and powers related to the sponsorship 
of legislation; and declaring the necessity that 
this Motion become immediately effective. 

 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Charter provides in Article 2, Section 10, 

Subsection 2 that the Cuyahoga County Council shall adopt its own rules; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council's purpose and intent in adopting these rules is to develop  
operating procedures for the Council that are clear and understandable, promote fair 
and orderly conduct of the Council's business, facilitate openness and public 
participation, provide for easy access to public records, and encourage ethical 
conduct; and 
 

WHEREAS, Council approved permanent rules on April 26, 2011 in Motion No. 
M2011-0007, as amended on May 8, 2012 by Motion No. M2012-0004; and 
 

WHEREAS, Council deems it necessary to amend the permanent Rules of 
Council in order to provide for a more informative and accessible record of the 
sponsorship of legislation, to amend the process for members to withdraw legislation 
in Rule 11F, and to provide the mechanism by which members are listed as sponsors 
or cosponsors of legislation.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT APPROVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 
SECTION 1.  The Rules of Cuyahoga County Council, approved by Council in 

Motion No. M2011-0007, as amended on May 8, 2012 by Motion No. M2012-0004, 
are hereby amended in part to read as follows (additions are bolded and underlined; 
deletions are stricken out): 
 

Rule 7G:  Sponsorship 
Council member(s) and/or the Executive introducing legislation for 
consideration by Council shall be listed as sponsors of the legislation. At any 
point prior to final passage of legislation in Council, any sponsor may 
withdraw his/her name as a sponsor by notifying the Clerk. 
 
At any point after the initial introduction of legislation for consideration by 
Council and prior to the final passage of legislation in Council, any Member may 
add or withdraw his/her name as a cosponsor by notifying the Clerk. 
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Rule 11F:  Expiration of Pending Legislation  
(1) Prior to the end of each year in which a General Election for Members of 
Council takes place, the Council shall consider a Motion of Council, providing 
that legislation introduced prior to July 1 of that year and not adopted shall expire. 
At least two weeks prior to the consideration of that Motion of Council, the Clerk 
shall provide each Member a list of legislation sponsored by that Member that is 
set to expire. The Council may adopt this Motion of Council so as to decide which 
items of legislation set to expire shall expire. 
 
(2) In addition, legislation may be withdrawn at any time by letter to the Clerk 
from all of the initial sponsors and cosponsors of the legislation, requesting that it 
be withdrawn. The letter may be sent by electronic mail.  At each meeting of 
Council, the Clerk shall announce any legislation that has been withdrawn by 
letter, and the items withdrawn shall be listed in the minutes of the meeting. 

 
SECTION 2.  Effective Date.  Provided that this Motion receives the affirmative 

vote of at least eight (8) of the members of Council, it shall take effect immediately 
upon adoption by Council. It is hereby determined to be necessary that this Motion 
become immediately effective in order that the County Council continue to have 
operating rules in place without interruption, and so that the usual and daily 
operations of county government may continue to function. 
 

SECTION 3.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of the Council 
and Council committees relating to the adoption of this motion occurred in open 
meetings and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action took place in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements, including those of Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 
 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by__________, the foregoing Motion was duly 
approved. 

Yeas:  

Nays:  

 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  
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First Reading/Referred to Committee: November 13, 2012 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Rules, Charter Review, Ethics & Council Operations 
 
Journal ______ 
_________, 2012 
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