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AGENDA 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY & JUSTICE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2022 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 

C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

1:00 PM 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MAY 31, 2022 MEETING 

 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 

a) R2022-0173:  A Resolution approving a revised Assigned Counsel Fee 

Schedule for the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, General and 

Juvenile Divisions, and the Eighth District Court of Appeals, effective 

7/1/2022, and incorporating the 2021 revised Guardian Ad Litem Fee 

Schedule for the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile 

Division; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become 

immediately effective. 

 

b) R2022-0189:  A  Resolution authorizing a revenue generating agreement 

with City of Cleveland/Cleveland Municipal Court in the amount not-to-

exceed $2,349,218.00 for legal services for indigent persons for the 

period 1/1/2022 - 12/31/2022; authorizing the County Executive to 

execute Agreement No. 2523 and all other documents consistent with 

this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become 

immediately effective. 
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6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 

Prospect. A skywalk extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the 

Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking level of the garage.  Please see the Clerk 

to obtain a complimentary parking pass. 

 

**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  If needed, please 

see the Clerk to obtain a receiver. 
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MINUTES 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY & JUSTICE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2022 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 

C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

1:00 PM 

 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Gallagher called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

Mr. Gallagher asked Deputy Clerk Carter to call the roll. Committee members 

Gallagher, Tuma and Jones were in attendance and a quorum was determined.  

Committee members Conwell and Simon entered the meeting after the roll call 

was taken.  Councilmember Baker was also in attendance. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

There were no public comments given. 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MAY 17, 2022 MEETING 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Tuma, seconded by Mr. Jones and approved by 

unanimous vote to approve the minutes from the May 17, 2022 meeting. 

 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 

a) R2022-0136:  A  Resolution authorizing an Agreement of Affiliation with 

Crime Stoppers of Cuyahoga County, Inc. to recognize and designate 

said organization as the official citizens’ reward program for Cuyahoga 

County for the period 9/15/2021 – 9/14/2023; and declaring the 

necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 
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Mr. Steven Hammett, Interim Sheriff, introduced himself to the Committee and 

provided information relating to his background, experience and expertise.  

Discussion ensued. 

 

Capt. Donald Gerome, Deputy Sheriff, addressed the Committee regarding 

Resolution No. R2022-0136.  Discussion ensued. 

 

Committee members  and Councilmembers asked questions of Capt. Gerome 

pertaining to the item, which he answered accordingly. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Tuma with a second by Ms. Conwell, Resolution No. R2022-

0136 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full 

Council agenda with a recommendation for passage under second reading 

suspension of the rules.  

 

6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

There was no miscellaneous business. 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further business to discuss, Chairman Gallagher adjourned the meeting at 

1:15 p.m., without objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 
 

Resolution No. R2022-0173 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmembers 

Jones, Gallagher, and Simon on 

behalf of Cuyahoga County 

Court of Common Pleas, General 

& Juvenile Divisions, and the 

Eighth District Court of Appeals 

A Resolution approving a revised Assigned 

Counsel Fee Schedule for the Cuyahoga 

County Court of Common Pleas, General and 

Juvenile Divisions, and the Eighth District 

Court of Appeals, effective 7/1/2022, and 

incorporating the 2021 revised Guardian Ad 

Litem Fee Schedule for the Cuyahoga County 

Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division; 

and declaring the necessity that this 

Resolution become immediately effective.   

   

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires, at the request of the 

Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, General and Juvenile Divisions, and the 

Eighth District Court of Appeals, to increase the rates for assigned counsel; and  

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Local Rule 33, 

Part II (B), and Eighth District Court of Appeals Local Appellate Rule 46, assigned 

counsel shall receive compensation for professional services and shall be reimbursed 

for expenses in accordance with O.R.C. 2941.51.  In all cases upon completion of the 

service, it shall be the duty of such assigned counsel to submit a completed affidavit 

and entry for assigned counsel fees. The judge, after due consideration, shall 

determine the amount of compensation within the statutory limit in accordance with 

Assigned Counsel Fee Schedule, attached hereto as Exhibit A; and  

 

WHEREAS, it’s expected that the Ohio Public Defender will set a 90% 

reimbursement rate for assigned counsel fees effective July 1, 2022, and the attached 

Exhibit A reduces the maximum fee rates to correspond to the anticipated reduction 

in the reimbursement rate; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, General and Juvenile 

Divisions, and the Eighth District Court of Appeals have acknowledged that the Ohio 

Public Defender may decrease or increase the reimbursement rate for assigned 

counsel fees and have agreed to decrease or increase the maximum rates set forth in 

the attached Exhibit A accordingly; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County Council increased the Guardian Ad Litem Fee Schedule 

for the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, Juvenile Division, in February 

2021; and  
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WHEREAS, the County Council desires to incorporate the Guardian Ad Litem 

Fee Schedule approved in February 2021 into this revised Assigned Counsel Fee 

Schedule so that all fees are set forth in one schedule; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in 

order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue and to provide 

for the usual, daily operation of a County entity.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

SECTION 1.  The Cuyahoga County Council hereby approves the revised 

Assigned Counsel Fee Schedule for the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, 

General and Juvenile Divisions, and the Eighth District Court of Appeals, attached 

hereto as Exhibit A, effective for fee bills submitted after July 1, 2022, and thereafter. 

SECTION 2.  The Cuyahoga County Council approves the incorporation of the 

Guardian Ad Litem Fee Schedule approved in February 2021 into this revised 

Assigned Counsel Fee Schedule, attached hereto as Exhibit A.  

SECTION 3. The Ohio Public Defender may decrease or increase the 

reimbursement rate for assigned counsel fees for the representation of indigent 

defendants. Accordingly, the State Public Defender reimbursement rate will be 

reviewed by the Cuyahoga County Fiscal Office Division of Financial Reporting on 

January 1st and July 1st of each year, starting January 1, 2023, and it will advise the 

Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, General and Juvenile Divisions, and the 

Eighth District Court of Appeals of the reimbursement rate.  If, at the time of review, 

the Ohio Public Defender Commission has decreased or increased the reimbursement 

rate for assigned counsel fees for the representation of indigent defendants, then the 

approved maximum rates set forth in the assigned counsel fee schedule shall be 

changed accordingly by the same percentage, and be effective the date of 

review.  The new assigned counsel maximum fee schedule will remain in effect until 

the next date of review.  All fee bills submitted after the review date will be 

calculated by the Courts at the reimbursement rate as communicated by the Cuyahoga 

County Division of Financial Reporting on January 1st and on July 1st of each year.   

  

SECTION 4. Maximum assigned counsel rates and Guardian Ad Litem rates will 

not be reduced below rates as noted in Cuyahoga County Resolution No. R2014-0005 

as adopted on January 28, 2014, and Cuyahoga County Resolution No. R2021-0042 

as adopted February 23, 2021, respectively, without the approval of Cuyahoga 

County Council and the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, General and 

Juvenile Divisions, and the Eighth District Court of Appeals. 

 

SECTION 5.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public peace, health or 

safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the preamble. Provided 

that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, 
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it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of 

the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the 

expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive 

under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least 

eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the 

Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 

after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

SECTION 6.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 

Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 

resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 

with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

On a motion by __________, seconded by _________, the foregoing Resolution was 

duly adopted. 

 

Yeas:  

 

Nays:  

 

 

     _________________________ __________ 

     County Council President  Date 

 

 

     _________________________ __________ 

     County Executive   Date 

           

 

     _________________________ __________ 

     Clerk of Council    Date  

 

 

 

First Reading/Referred to Committee:  June 21, 2022 

Committee(s) Assigned:  Public Safety & Justice Affairs 

 

Journal ______________ 

_______________, 20____ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 
 

Resolution No. R2022-0189 

 
Sponsored by:  County Executive 

Budish on behalf of Cuyahoga 

County Public Defender 

Commission 

A Resolution authorizing a revenue 
generating agreement with City of 
Cleveland/Cleveland Municipal Court in the 
amount not-to-exceed $2,349,218.00 for legal 
services for indigent persons for the period 
1/1/2022 – 12/31/2022; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute Agreement No. 2523 and 
all other documents consistent with this 
Resolution; and declaring the necessity that 
this Resolution become immediately effective. 

   

WHEREAS, the County Executive on behalf of Cuyahoga County Public 
Defender Commission has recommended a revenue generating agreement with City 
of Cleveland/Cleveland Municipal Court in the amount not-to-exceed $2,349,218.00 
for legal services for indigent persons for the period 1/1/2022 - 12/31/2022; and  

WHEREAS, the primary goal of this project is to provide legal representation for 
indigent people in Cleveland Municipal Court; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in 

order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue and to provide 
for the usual, daily operation of a County entity.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes a revenue 
generating agreement with City of Cleveland/Cleveland Municipal Court in the 
amount not-to-exceed $2,349,218.00 for legal services for indigent persons for the 
period 1/1/2022 - 12/31/2022. 

SECTION 2.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute the agreement 
and all other documents consistent with said award and this Resolution.  

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public peace, health, 
or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the preamble. Provided 
that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, 
it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of 
the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the 
expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive 
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under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least 
eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the 
Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
 
On a motion by __________, seconded by _________, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Council President  Date 
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Executive   Date 
           
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     Clerk of Council    Date  
 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  June 21, 2022 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Public Safety & Justice Affairs 
 
Journal ______________ 
_______________, 20__ 
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