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AGENDA 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 26, 2023 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

10:00 AM 
 

 
 Committee Members: 
 Cheryl L. Stephens, Chair – District 10  
 Pernel Jones Jr., Vice Chair – District 8 
 Sunny M. Simon - District 11  
 Michael J. Gallagher - District 5 
 Patrick Kelly - District 1 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 5, 2023 MEETING 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a) R2023-0164:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed 

$200,000, to Case Western Reserve University for the Wade Park 
Community Engagement Center Project from the District 7 ARPA 
Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution 
become immediately effective. 
 

b) R2023-0172:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $50,000, 
to the West Side Community House for the West Side Community 
House 2023 Strategic Plan from the District 7 ARPA Community Grant 
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Fund; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective.  

 
c) R2023-0175:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $50,000, 

to the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation for the St. Clair 
Superior Wayfinding Plan and Sign Design Program from the District 7 
ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
d) R2023-0176:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $30,000, 

to the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation for Project Fresh 
Start – Empowering Families Through Homeownership from the District 
9 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
 

6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 

*Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 
Prospect. A skywalk extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the 
Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking level of the garage.  Please see the Clerk 
to obtain a complimentary parking pass. 
 
**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  If needed, please 
see the Clerk to obtain a receiver. 
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MINUTES 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 5, 2023 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

10:00 AM 
 

  
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairwoman Stephens called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
Ms. Stephens asked Clerk Richardson to call the roll. Committee members 
Stephens, Jones, Gallagher and Simon were in attendance and a quorum 
was determined. Committee member Kelly was absent from the 
meeting. Councilmember Miller was also in attendance. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The following individuals addressed Council regarding Ordinance No. O2023-0004: 
 
a)  Ms. Margie Glick, Advocacy Director of Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry  
b)  Mr. Ronald Ware, resident and employee of the Men’s Shelter 
 
Kris Keniray, Associate Director of the Fair Housing Center for Rights & Research 
submitted correspondence via email in support of Ordinance No. O2023-0004. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MAY 30, 2023 MEETING 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Jones, seconded by Ms. Stephens, and approved by 
unanimous vote to approve the minutes from the May 30, 2023 meeting. 
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5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) O2023-0004:  An Ordinance enacting the right of county renters to Pay-
to-Stay; and declaring the necessity that this Ordinance become 
immediately effective. 
 

Michael King, Special Counsel for County Council, addressed the Committee and 
gave an overview of Ordinance O2023-0004. Discussion ensued. 
 
Ms. Stephens introduced a proposed substitute on the floor to Ordinance No. 
O2023-0004.  Discussion ensued. 
 
A motion was then made by Mr. Jones, seconded by Ms. Stephens and approved 
by unanimous vote to accept the proposed substitute. 
 
Committee members asked questions of Mr. King pertaining to the item, which he 
answered accordingly.  
 
Councilmember Miller addressed Committee members regarding Ordinance No. 
O2023-0004. Discussion ensued. 
 
The following Mayors and local leaders of Cuyahoga County addressed Council and 
gave testimony regarding Ordinance No. O2023-0004: 
 
a)  Councilwoman Andrea Mitchell, City of Warrensville Heights 
b)  The Honorable Gigi Traore, Mayor of the Village of Newburgh Heights 
c)    The Honorable Michael Brennan, Mayor of the City of University Heights 
d)    Ms. Hazel Remesch, Director of Enterprise Community Partners 
e)    Councilman Walter Stewart, City of Warrensville Heights 
f)     Mr. Gary Benjamin, Co-Chair of the Housing and Economic Opportunity Sub- 

Committee of the Racial Justice Taskforce, represented Council President 
Melody Joy Hart, City of Cleveland Heights  

g)   Matthew Vincel, Managing Attorney of the Housing Practice Group at The Legal 
      Aid Society 
h)  The Honorable Annette Blackwell, Mayor of the City of Maple Heights 
 
Committee members asked questions of them pertaining to the item, which they 
answered accordingly.  
 
There was no legislative action taken on Ordinance No. O2023-0004. 
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6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

There was no miscellaneous business. 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, Chairwoman Stephens adjourned the meeting 
at 12:00 p.m., without objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2023-0164 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Conwell  

 

Co-sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Turner  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $200,000, to Case Western Reserve 
University for the Wade Park Community 
Engagement Center Project from the 
District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund; 
and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, the 

ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from the 
District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $200,000 to Case Western 
Reserve University for the Wade Park Community Engagement Center Project; and   

 
WHEREAS, Case Western Reserve University estimates approximately 45 

permanent and temporary jobs will be created or retained through this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, Case Western Reserve University estimates the total cost of the 

project is $1,024,210; and 
 
WHEREAS, Case Western Reserve University indicates the other funding 

source(s) for this project includes money from the Case Western Reserve University, 
and intends to pursue funding from the City of Cleveland and private funders; and 
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WHEREAS, Case Western Reserve University requested $250,000 from the 
District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $200,000 to Case Western Reserve University to ensure this project is 
completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines that 

it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that critical 
services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the usually, daily 
operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-exceed 
amount of $200,000 to Case Western Reserve University from the General Fund 
made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement provision for 
the Wade Park Community Engagement Center Project.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all necessary 

agreements and documents consistent with said award and this Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General or 

Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any part of 

this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the County 
Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of 
this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public peace, health or 
safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the preamble.  Provided 
that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, 
it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of 
the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the 
expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive 
under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least 
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eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the 
Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

_________________________ __________ 
     County Council President  Date 
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Executive   Date 
           
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  June 20, 2023 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
Additional Sponsorship Requested:  June 20, 2023 

 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2023-0172 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Conwell  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $50,000, to the West Side 
Community House for the West Side 
Community House 2023 Strategic Plan 
from the District 7 ARPA Community 
Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that 
this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, the 

ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from the 
District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $50,000 to the West Side 
Community House for the West Side Community House 2023 Strategic Plan; and   

 
WHEREAS, the West Side Community House estimates approximately 2,000 

people will be served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, the West Side Community House estimates the total cost of the 
project is $50,000; and 

 
WHEREAS, the West Side Community House is estimating the project will take 

about year to complete; and    
 
WHEREAS, the West Side Community House requested $50,000 from the 

District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
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WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $50,000 to the West Side Community House to ensure this project is 
completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines that 

it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that critical 
services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the usually, daily 
operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-exceed 
amount of $50,000 to the West Side Community House from the General Fund made 
available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement provision for the 
West Side Community House 2023 Strategic Plan.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all necessary 

agreements and documents consistent with said award and this Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General or 

Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any part of 

this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the County 
Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of 
this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public peace, health or 
safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the preamble.  Provided 
that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, 
it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of 
the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the 
expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive 
under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least 
eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the 
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Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

_________________________ __________ 
     County Council President  Date 
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Executive   Date 
           
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  June 20, 2023 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2023-0175 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Conwell  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $50,000, to the St. Clair Superior 
Development Corporation for the St. Clair 
Superior Wayfinding Plan and Sign Design 
Program from the District 7 ARPA 
Community Grant Fund; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, the 

ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from the 
District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $50,000 to the St. Clair 
Superior Development Corporation for the St. Clair Superior Wayfinding Plan and 
Sign Design Program; and   

 
WHEREAS, the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation estimates 

thousands of people will be served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation estimates the total 
cost of the project is $50,000; and 

 
WHEREAS, the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation indicates the other 

funding source(s) for this project includes $25,000 from the Ohio Erie Canal Way; 
and 
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WHEREAS, the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation is estimating the 
start date of the project will be July 2023 and the project will be completed by June 
2024; and   

 
WHEREAS, the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation requested $50,000 

from the District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $50,000 to the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation to ensure this 
project is completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines that 

it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that critical 
services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the usually, daily 
operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-exceed 
amount of $50,000 to the St. Clair Superior Development Corporation from the 
General Fund made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement 
provision for the St. Clair Superior Wayfinding Plan and Sign Design Program.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all necessary 

agreements and documents consistent with said award and this Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General or 

Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any part of 

this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the County 
Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of 
this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public peace, health or 
safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the preamble.  Provided 
that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, 
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it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of 
the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the 
expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive 
under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least 
eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the 
Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

_________________________ __________ 
     County Council President  Date 
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Executive   Date 
           
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  June 20, 2023 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 

 

Page 37 of 68



Page 38 of 68



Page 39 of 68



Page 40 of 68



Page 41 of 68



Page 42 of 68



Page 43 of 68



Page 44 of 68



Page 45 of 68



Page 46 of 68



Page 47 of 68



Page 48 of 68



Page 49 of 68



Page 50 of 68



Page 51 of 68



Page 52 of 68



Page 53 of 68



Page 54 of 68



Page 55 of 68



Page 56 of 68



Page 57 of 68



Page 58 of 68



 1 

County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2023-0176 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Turner  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $30,000, to the Building & 
Leveraging Opportunities Foundation for 
Project Fresh Start – Empowering Families 
Through Homeownership from the District 
9 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and 
declaring the necessity that this Resolution 
become immediately effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, the 

ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from the 
District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $30,000 to the Building & 
Leveraging Opportunities Foundation for Project Fresh Start – Empowering Families 
Through Homeownership; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation estimates 

approximately one family of four will be served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation estimates 
approximately 15-20 permanent and temporary jobs will be created or retained 
through this project; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation estimates the 

total cost of the project is $150,000; and 
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WHEREAS, the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation indicates the 
other funding source(s) for this project includes:   

 
A. $50,000 from Rocket Mortgage; 
B. $30,000 from the Cuyahoga County Land Bank; 
C. $5,000 from T-Mobile; 
D. $5,000 from MT&T Bank; 
E. $30,000 from Jacks Entertainment (TBD); 
F. $30,000 (in-kind) from AKA Construction; 
G. $15,000 (in-kind) from Humble Designs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation is estimating 

the start date of the project will be June 2023 and the project will be completed by 
September 2023; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation requested 

$30,000 from the District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $30,000 to the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation to ensure 
this project is completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines that 

it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that critical 
services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the usually, daily 
operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-exceed 
amount of $30,000 to the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation from the 
General Fund made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement 
provision for Project Fresh Start – Empowering Families Through Homeownership.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all necessary 

agreements and documents consistent with said award and this Resolution.  
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SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General or 

Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any part of 

this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the County 
Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of 
this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public peace, health or 
safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the preamble.  Provided 
that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, 
it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of 
the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the 
expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive 
under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least 
eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the 
Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

_________________________ __________ 
     County Council President  Date 
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Executive   Date 
           
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     Clerk of Council    Date  
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  June 20, 2023 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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Cuyahoga County 

Council  
2079 East 9th Street, 8th Floor ● Cleveland Ohio 44115 

(216) 698-2010 
 

 
 
 

COUNTY AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT APPLICATION 

 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Name of Requesting Entity (City, Business, Non-Profit, etc.): 

The Building & Leveraging Opportunities (BLO) 501c3 Foundation.  

 

Address of Requesting Entity: 

531 East 260th Street Euclid Ohio 44132  

County Council District # of Requesting Entity: 

Cuyahoga County District #9 

 

 
Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

3206 East 137 Street Cleveland Ohio 44120 

 

 
County Council District # of Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

3206 East 137 Street Cleveland Ohio 44120 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address of Entity: 

 

Contact Name of Person Filling out This Request:  

Orlando O. Grant  

Contact Address if different than Requesting Entity: 

531 East 260th Street Euclid Ohio 44132 

Email: 

Orlandogrant55@gmail.com 

betalambdaomega@iotaphitheta.org  

Phone: 

216-870-6917 

216-659-3790 

Federal IRS Tax Exempt No.: 

87-4655330 

Date: 

June 12, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Page 63 of 68

mailto:Orlandogrant55@gmail.com
mailto:betalambdaomega@iotaphitheta.org


 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

REQUEST DESCRIPTION (include the project name, a description of the project, why the project is 

important or needed, and timeline of milestones/tracking of the project): 

 

Grant Proposal: Project Fresh Start 

Project Name: Project Fresh Start - Empowering Families Through Homeownership 

 

Description of the Project: 

Project Fresh Start is a collaborative initiative that aims to empower a family transitioning from a state of 

homelessness to the accumulation of generational wealth through the life-changing opportunity of 

homeownership. We understand the positive impact that stable housing has on families' long-term financial 

well-being and their ability to break the cycle of poverty. Through this project, we brought together a 

coalition of partners, including City Mission, Jacks Entertainment, Habitat for Humanity, T-Mobile, Burten 

Bell Carr Development, Iota Phi Theta, The World Renown Downing Brothers, AKA Construction, Rocket 

Mortgage Fund, Humble Designs, and various community-based organizations. Working as a unified force, 

we are committed to supporting these family as they embark on a journey towards stability, self-sufficiency, 

and prosperity. 

 

Why the Project is Important and Needed: 

Homeownership plays a crucial role in building generational wealth and providing a stable foundation for 

families. For families transitioning from homelessness, it is even more vital as it offers stability, security, and 

a sense of belonging. By providing a safe and permanent home, we empower single-parent-headed 

households to create a nurturing environment for their children, fostering their educational and personal 

growth. The Project Fresh Start initiative recognizes the significance of stable housing and its potential to 

break the cycle of poverty, promoting upward mobility, and fostering long-term economic independence. 

 

Timeline of the Project: 

The Project Fresh Start initiative will commence on June 13, 2023, with the collaboration of our dedicated 

partners. Over the following months, we will work diligently to identify and secure suitable housing, 

complete necessary renovations, and provide wrap-around services for the selected families. The project is 

slated for completion and delivery of the home on September 30, 2023, ensuring a seamless transition for the 

family towards a brighter future. 

 

Tracking Progress: 

The BLO Foundation, serving as the lead agency for Project Fresh Start, will take on the responsibility of 

tracking the progress of the project. The City Mission will provide additional WRAP services after they take 

possession of the home. With our experience in community development and our commitment to 

transforming lives, we will oversee and coordinate the various aspects of the project, ensuring effective 

implementation, timely delivery, and the provision of comprehensive support services to the families. 

 

By investing in Project Fresh Start, we have an incredible opportunity to make a lasting impact on the lives of 

vulnerable families in our community. Through the power of collaboration and homeownership, we can pave 

the way for generational wealth, stability, and a future filled with possibilities. Together, we can uplift 

families, strengthen our community, and create a more equitable society. 

 

 

 

 

Project Start Date: June 13, 2023 Project End Date: September 30, 2023 
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IMPACT OF PROJECT: 

Who will be served: 

This project will serve an African American Single parent led home. The family consist of the mother and 

three sons (15, 16, and 6) who currently reside in the City Mission Crossroad Homeless to Home Ownership 

Program.   

How many people will be served annually:  

 

This program is designed to serve the first family of four in 2023. We look to expand this program to tem 

more homes and families in 2024-2026 

Will low/moderate income people be served; if so how:  

 

Project Fresh Start will have a profound impact on this low and moderate-income family transitioning from 

homelessness to stable housing. By providing them with a safe and permanent home, this initiative addresses 

their immediate need for shelter while setting them on a transformative path towards a brighter future. 

 

The benefits of stable housing extend far beyond the physical aspect. Socially, having a stable home provides 

families with a sense of belonging and community integration. It allows children to attend consistent schools, 

build friendships, and establish a support network. Stable housing also fosters a greater sense of security and 

belonging, promoting emotional well-being and improved mental health for both parents and children. 

 

Moreover, Project Fresh Start recognizes the critical role that homeownership plays in breaking the cycle of 

poverty and creating generational wealth. By giving families the opportunity to own a home, we empower 

them to build equity, invest in their future, and establish a foundation for long-term financial stability. This 

shift from transient living to homeownership instills a sense of pride, self-worth, and the belief that they can 

achieve economic independence. 

 

The reduction of the poverty mindset is a key aspect of Project Fresh Start. Stable housing and the 

accumulation of generational wealth serve as powerful catalysts for changing mindsets and breaking free 

from the cycle of poverty. When families have a place to call home and access to economic opportunities, 

they can envision a future beyond survival and embrace the possibilities of personal growth, education, and 

career advancement. This shift in mindset promotes a positive outlook, resilience, and the motivation to 

achieve long-term goals. 

 

Overall, Project Fresh Start goes beyond providing shelter. It offers a comprehensive approach to support 

families in their transition by addressing social and emotional intelligence. Through stable housing and the 

opportunity to build generational wealth, we empower families to overcome the challenges of homelessness, 

unlock their potential, and create a brighter future for themselves and future generations. 
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How does the project fit with the community and with other ongoing projects: 

 

The revitalization of the Buckeye community is a crucial component of the master plan for community 

redevelopment. Efforts led by organizations like Burten Bell Carr Development are instrumental in providing 

resources and support for home ownership improvement initiatives. Through programs and initiatives, such 

as access to improvement grants and financial literacy training, residents are empowered to enhance their 

homes and build equity. 

 

In addition, the redevelopment of Shaker Square plays a pivotal role in the economic and housing 

development projects that will further support Project Fresh Start. The rejuvenation of this iconic area creates 

a vibrant and thriving community, attracting businesses, residents, and investments. As a result, there will be 

increased opportunities for affordable housing, job creation, and economic growth, directly benefiting the 

family involved in Project Fresh Start and the Buckeye Community. 

 

These collective efforts are part of a comprehensive plan to uplift the Buckeye community and create a 

sustainable environment for residents. By aligning initiatives like Project Fresh Start with community 

redevelopment goals, we are fostering a holistic approach that addresses both housing and economic 

development. The result is a community where families can thrive, find stability, and create a better future for 

themselves and future generations. 

 

Through collaboration, investment, and a shared vision for revitalization, the Buckeye community is poised 

to experience a remarkable transformation. With Project Fresh Start serving as a catalyst for positive change, 

alongside the concerted efforts of Burten Bell Carr Development, Shaker Square redevelopment, and other 

economic and housing development projects, we are building a stronger, more resilient community that offers 

opportunities for all residents to flourish. 

 
If applicable, how many jobs will be created or retained (specify the number for each) and will the 

jobs be permanent or temporary:  

 

We anticipate that this project will create 15-20 short term contractual positions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address of Entity: 

 

If applicable, what environmental issues or benefits will there be:  

 

We don’t anticipate any environmental issues with this project.  

If applicable, how does this project serve as a catalyst for future initiatives: 

 

The success of Project Fresh Start has the potential to spark a wave of transformative projects throughout 

the city of Cleveland. With the strong collaboration between the BLO Foundation, Habitat for Humanity, 

City Mission, and the Downing Brothers, we envision creating 10 additional homes over the next 2-4 years. 

These homes will serve as stepping stones for formerly homeless individuals, helping them transition from 

homelessness to proud homeownership. The fruitful partnerships established through this initial project will 

pave the way for a long-standing relationship with multiple partners in Northeast Ohio, collectively working 

towards the common goal of providing stable housing and fostering economic empowerment for our 

community. Together, we can make a lasting impact on the lives of many and create a ripple effect of 

positive change throughout Cleveland. 
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 

Total Budget of Project: 

$150,000 Dollars  

 Other Funding Sources of Project (list each source and dollar amount separately):  

 

Rocket Mortgage                      $50,000 

Cuyahoga County Land bank $30,000 

T-Mobile                                    $5,000 

MT&T Bank                              $5,000 

Jacks Entertainment                 $30,000 (TBD) 

AKA Construction                    $30,000 (In-Kind) 

Humble Designs                        $15,000 (In-Kind) 

 
Total amount requested of County Council American Resource Act Dollars:  

$30,000 

Since these are one-time dollars, how will the Project be sustained moving forward:  

 

To ensure the long-term sustainability of Project Fresh Start, we have developed a comprehensive plan that 

focuses on marketing the program's success, expanding funding opportunities, and broadening its impact. 

 

Firstly, we will showcase the success story and positive outcomes of Project Fresh Start to effectively 

market its achievements. By highlighting the transformative impact on family transitioning from 

homelessness to homeownership, we aim to attract the attention of local, regional, and national foundations. 

Through targeted marketing campaigns and media outreach, we will raise awareness about the program and 

its potential for lasting change. 

 

Expanding funding sources is another crucial element of sustaining Project Fresh Start. We will actively 

seek partnerships with additional local philanthropic organizations that share our vision of empowering 

families through stable housing and generational wealth. By engaging these organizations, we can secure 

ongoing financial support and resources necessary for the program's continued success. 

 

Furthermore, we plan to leverage the accomplishments of Project Fresh Start to expand its impact to other 

communities throughout Northeast Ohio. By demonstrating the effectiveness of the program, we can 

replicate its model in collaboration with local partners. This approach allows us to extend the benefits of 

stable housing and economic empowerment to more families in need, creating a ripple effect of positive 

change across the region. 

 

Through these strategic measures of marketing, expanding funding sources, and replicating the program's 

impact, we are confident in sustaining Project Fresh Start over an extended period of time. By leveraging the 

program's success, engaging new partners, and expanding its reach, we can make a lasting difference in the 

lives of countless families, ensuring their journey towards stability, prosperity, and generational wealth. 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE: 
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Disclaimer:  

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have the authority to apply for financial assistance on behalf of the entity 

described herein, and that the information contained herein and attached hereto is true, complete, and 

correct to the best of my knowledge.  

  

I acknowledge and agree that all County contracts and programs are subject to Federal Guidelines and 

Regulations, the Ohio Revised Code, the Cuyahoga County Charter, and all County Ordinances including 

all information submitted as part of this application is a public record.  

  

I understand that any willful misrepresentation on this application or on any of the attachments thereto 

could result in a fine and/or imprisonment under relevant local, state, and/or federal laws or guidelines.  

 

I agree that at any time, any local, state, or federal governmental agency, or a private entity on behalf of any 

of these governmental agencies, can audit these dollars and projects.  

  

Printed Name:  

 

Orlando O. Grant  

Signature: 

 

Orlando O. Grant  
Date: 

 

June 11, 2023 

 

 

 

Additional Documents 

Are there additional documents or files as part of this application? Please list each documents name:  
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